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Training Employment Support  Initiative


(TESI) Questions and Answers

1.
Q.
Who is eligible to apply?


A.

Most First Nations in BC are eligible if they have Social Assistance recipients. Funds may be allocated through a Band Council, Tribal Council or Administering Authority. Some Block/CFNFA First Nations have received TESI in their block and are, therefore, not eligible. Individual members are not eligible.

2.
Q.
Can we have more than one project title?


A.
No. Choose a project title that will fit only one of the four services.
3.
Q.
Can we have more than one project or service?

A.
Yes, you may have one or more projects as long as they do not exceed your total annual budget allocation.
4.
Q.
Can TESI funds be used to pay for costs for those students attending ABE programs at a post-



secondary institution?

A.
Yes, books and tuition are eligible expenses but only if the band education department is NOT 



paying for these costs for the student.

5.
Q.
Can TESI funds be used to pay for those part-time students attending a post-secondary education 



institution?

A.
Yes, if the band education department is covering books and tuition for part-time students. The students may be eligible for TESI funds to cover transportation while they receive their regular income assistance benefits instead of a living allowance from the education department.
6. 
Q.
What are the expected accomplishments or outcomes of the project?

A.
The anticipated outcome is greater self-sufficiency of First Nation individuals and communities (i.e. more employment opportunities are available to participants).
7.
Q.
How do we know how much money we will be getting for this program? 


A.
Your proposal template sheet indicates your total budget.
8.
Q. 
What is the formula for TESI?


A:
TESI is calculated by multiplying $46 per month times the number of case months (maximum 12) times the number of single adults who received Social Assistance benefits in 2011-12. This amount is doubled for childless couples.
9.
Q.
What expenses are allowable?

A.
Eligible expenses may include: tuition costs, per diem participation fees, and service costs for clients, costs for materials, books, and transportation to and from program.
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10.
Q.
What expenses are not allowable?

A.
TESI is not intended to replace funding from other programs (i.e. work gear is that is covered under Special Needs, ABE students attending a high school and not a post-secondary institution, wages for band office employees). 
11.
Q.
When must the initiatives take place?


A.
Initiatives must be completed between April 1, 2012 and March 31, 2013.
12.
Q.
What are Active Measures?


A.
Active Measures are strategies, tools, programs and services that First Nations need in order to transform their on-reserve Income Assistance program into an active system that will help unemployed community members move along the employment readiness continuum by:


•
assessing their needs


•
developing individual plans of action 


•
upgrading their skills or education


•
gaining employment, or where employment is not an option 





•
becoming actively engaged in their communities
13.
Q.
When is the TESI Annual Report due? What will happen to my funding if I haven’t submitted the 2011-12 TESI Annual Report? 

A.
The TESI Annual Report for 2011-12  is due May 31, 2013. In order to receive current year funding, any annual reports from all previous years must be submitted.  The 2011-12 Annual Report template can be found in the First Nations Reporting Guide at the following INAC web site: http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/dci/dcilog_e.asp             Choose the corresponding reporting year to the annual report you need. Enter British Columbia as your Region  and BC as the password.
14.
Q:
Must the TESI Annual Report match the proposal?


A:
Yes, it must match the proposal in order for your First Nation to meet the Terms and Conditions of the Funding Agreement.  If revisions are required to your proposal, they must be submitted in writing and approved.
15.
Q:
Why is submitting reports important?


A:
Reports are a collaborative effort to maximize funding in the BC Region.  Your final reports are used to determine funding for the next fiscal year.

16.  Q.    Who is an authorized signatory?

       A.     Examples of authorized signatories are: chief or council, band manager or finance manager.
17.
Q.
What if we do not submit a proposal by the final due date of April 09, 2012?   What if we do not submit one at all?


A.     If a proposal is not submitted by April 09, 2012  you will not be eligible for TESI in 2012-13.
18.
Q:
Are we eligible for TESI funds if the band has outstanding 2011-12  Social  Reports (i.e. TESI Annual Report, monthly Social Development Financial Statistical Report)?

A:
No, because the monthly Social Development Financial Statistical Reports are required in order to determine the budget and the previous years’ reports to ensure funds spent have met the Terms & Conditions. For further information, see the 2012-13 BC Region Program Guide web site at: http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/dci/dcilog_e.asp - AADNC-AANDC
19.   Q:    Where can I find more information on the TESI or Active Measures initiative?

A.
For easy reference, please refer to the First Nations Social Development Society web site (http://www.fnsds.org/iatoc) for TESI and active measures information. Additional reporting information can be found in the Program Guide.  
20.
Q.
How do we apply?


A.
If you have access to the First Nations and Inuit Transfer Payment System, please submit your proposal electronically to bcfnitpreports@aandc.gc.ca  Otherwise, fax your completed proposal to (604) 775-7400.

21.
Q.
Who may I contact if I have questions about the proposal?


A.
Please contact your Funding Services Officer at (604) 666-5171. 
22.
Q.
Who may I contact if I want an electronic copy of the proposal template?

A.
Please e-mail Beth Nelson at Beth.Nelson@aandc.gc.ca   Please note that all proposals and reports must be submitted on the correct form.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
23. 
Q.
Who do I contact about missing reports?


A.
Contact your Funding Services Officer at (604) 666-5171.

	Note:  Keep a copy of your submitted proposal for your records to refer to when writing your annual report  

           due May 31st. 
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